NYSAPF is the voice of New York’s humane societies, SPCAs, non-profit and municipal animal shelters
as well as animal welfare organizations which focus on homeless animals.

TESTIMONY TO THE NYS DIVISION OF BUDGET
SFY 2021-22 STATE CAPITAL BUDGET
Presented by Libby Post, Executive Director of the NYS Animal Protection Federation
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony to the NYS Division of the Budget on behalf of the
New York State Animal Protection Federation (NYSAPF). The Federation represents all the humane societies
and SPCAs as well as non-profit and municipal animal shelters across the state. From a policy perspective, our
focus is two-fold—on the organizational strength and financial sustainability of our memberships and on the
health and well-being of companion animals—mainly dogs, cats, puppies and kittens but also other
domesticated animals such as rabbits and birds. Our members also include animal welfare organizations such as
the ASPCA, the Humane Society of the United States, Feral Cat Focus on Western New York and the Animal
Alliance of Greater Syracuse.
Companion Animal Capital Fund
The Companion Animal Capital Fund has become a welcome and needed capital funding stream for animal
shelters across New York State. The program has been funded in the state’s FY17-18, FY18-19 and FY19-20
budgets. We are incredibly thankful that, despite the fiscal hardship that the COVID19 pandemic have brought
to the state, the awards made in late February 2020 have been fulfilled and contracts executed. We have been
consistently told “the Fund is on everyone’s list.” This speaks to how important this funding has become to
shelters across the state in just three short years. Our thanks go to Governor Cuomo, Assembly Agriculture
Committee Chair Donna Lupardo and the Assembly Ag Committee members, Assemblywoman Deborah Glick,
and State Senator Monica Martinez, State Senator Jennifer Metzger and the members of their respective
committees for their role in continuing to fund the country’s first Companion Animal Capital Fund.
The Federation is calling upon Governor Cuomo and the Division of
Budget to include the $5 million Companion Animal Capital Fund
in its capital budget proposal for FY21-22. The Federation’s 2020
Capital Needs Assessment showed the capital needs at shelter across
New York was over $100 million.
Animal shelters were designated as essential services/businesses when
COVID hit and the state closed various sectors to protect public
health. Our shelters were innovative during this time—enhancing
cleaning protocols, protecting animals and increasing adoption rates
through effective outreach and socially distanced adoption
transactions. The Federation’s number one goal during this difficult
time was to educate shelters and keep them up to date on state
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mandates and advisories as well as national grant and educational opportunities.
With the FY19-20 awards, the State will have invested $15 million in animal shelters across New York. They,
like all of us, are excited to make a difference in the lives of the animals in their charge by enhancing their
physical plants. From new air handlers to cat condos and dog kennels to improved plumbing and sturdy roofs,
this funding will enhance the quality of life of the thousands of animals who pass through the doors of these
shelters as well as the work done by the dedicated professionals who care for these animals day in and day out.
(See the addendum for the list of all grantees to date.)
We also want to take a moment to recognize the great work done by the New York State Department of
Agriculture and Markets. Commissioner Ball, State Veterinarians Dave Smith and Dave Chico and their staffs
have been exemplary. They have taken the lead to make sure prospective grantees are educated about the
application process.
The Federation’s Education Fund provided low cost grant writers to our members. Four grant writers worked
with eight of our members during the last RFP cycle. Additionally, the Education Fund has established a shelter
assessment and enhancement program that is being helmed by Barbara Carr, the former Executive Director of
the SPCA Serving Erie County. Both programs will help our members make the right decisions for their shelter
regarding management and capital improvements.
It is our hope that the Governor and the Division of Budget will make the Companion Animal Capital Fund a
fixture in the state budget. We are looking for $5 million in new funding for the 2021-22 budget cycle. As you
know, this isn’t a one-way street—shelters must be shovel ready and be able to match the construction funds at
either 25 percent or 50 percent based on population and how many municipalities they serve.
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2020 Grants
Western New York
• Town of Marilla (Marilla, Erie County): $94,070 for a new building with separate runs, install nonporous material in kennels and access to the outside area, a new HVAC system, lighting, heated
flooring, and a new isolation area.
• Town of Lancaster (Lancaster, Erie County, NYSAPF Member): $228,750 to support a new building
with epoxy flooring, new kennels, new drains, a new HVAC system, floor sink, exercise yard, and
garage.
Finger Lakes
• Humane Society of Yates County (Penn Yan, Yates County, NYSAPF Member, assisted by NYSAPF
Ed Fund Grant Writer): $500,000 to build an addition that houses modern dog kennels, purchase sound
panels, and improve drainage. Funding will also allow in-floor heating, a new HVAC system and the
construction of enclosed outdoor runs.
• Livingston County (Mount Morris, Livingston County): $112,500 to support the construction of a new
intake area for new dogs, replacement of old kennels, addition of four new isolation kennels, four new
primary enclosures for overflow, and an attached and enclosed garage.
• Ontario County Humane Society, Inc. (Canandaigua, Ontario County): $363,030 to support two
isolation areas, repair kennels, epoxy surfaces, install new indoor/outdoor runs, build an outdoor play
area, install cat condos, HVAC system.
Central New York
• Central New York SPCA (Syracuse, Onondaga County, NYSAPF Member, assisted by NYSAPF Ed
Fund Grant Writer): $172,490 to support the shelter’s roof replacement.
• Wanderer’s Rest Humane Association (Canastota, Madison County, NYSAPF Member, assisted by
NYSAPF Ed Fund Grant Writer): $450,000 for a new building, HVAC system, kennels, isolation area,
and separation for dogs and cats.
Hudson Valley
• Pets Alive, Inc. (Middletown, Orange County, NYSAPF Member, assisted by NYSAPF Ed Fund Grant
Writer): $500,00 to replace the current kennel with a new modern dog kennel building, improve medical
facilities for the animals, and provide dedicated space for adoption and intake.
• Town of Saugerties (Saugerties, Ulster County, NYSAPF Member, assisted by NYSAPF Ed Fund Grant
Writer): $500,000 for a new building, indoor and outdoor dog housing, isolation kennels, to install
proper drainage, floor heating, and a multi-level exercise and training area.
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Long Island
• South Hampton Animal Shelter Foundation, Inc. (Hampton Bays, Suffolk County, NYSAPF Member,
assisted by NYSAPF Ed Fund Grant Writer): $500,000 for a new Behavior Training Center, which
allows trainers to work with dogs in need of rehabilitation year-round.
• Town of Huntington (East Northport, Nassau County): $500,000 for a new dog shelter with increased
kennel size, a HVAC system, new kennels, along with improved lighting and acoustic control.
• Town of North Hempstead (Manhasset, Nassau County): $200,000 for new kennels, new windows,
renovate the multi-purpose room, HVAC system, update electrical and plumbing, and install new
grooming tub and flooring.

2019 Grants

Mid-Hudson Valley
• Humane Society of Port Jervis-Deer Park, Inc. (Port Jervis, Orange County; NYSAPF Member, assisted
by NYSAPF Ed Fund Grant Writer): $367,500 to increase capacity, repair damage, improve housing
quality, and separate living areas for dogs and cats.
• Humane Society of Westchester (New Rochelle, Westchester County): $500,000 to expand and upgrade
its facilities by adding a new structure to improve animal socialization, training, and community
education.
• Rockland County Department of Health/Hi-Tor Animal Care Center (Pomona, Rockland County;
NYSAPF Member): $500,000 to replace the current animal shelter to improve enclosures, surfaces,
drainage, air quality, lighting, and noise control.
• Dutchess County SPCA, Inc. (Hyde Park, Dutchess County; NYSAPF Member, assisted by NYSAPF
Ed Fund Grant Writer): $312,381 to renovate its 60-year-old facility to improve animal housing,
ventilation, and flooring to ensure the safety, sanitation, and health of humans and animals.
• Warwick Valley Humane Society, Inc. (Warwick, Orange County): $500,000 to construct a new facility
to improve sanitation, drainage, lighting, and ventilation for improved overall animal wellbeing.
Long Island
• North Fork Animal Welfare League, Inc. (Peconic, Suffolk County; NYSAPF Member, assisted by
NYSAPF Ed Fund Grant Writer): $500,000 to renovate its recently purchased facility to create separate
rooms for dogs, cats, intake, and isolation, and to improve overall housing quality.
Western NY
• City of Dunkirk (Dunkirk, Chautauqua County): $100,000 to acquire a new building to relocate the
current animal control holding center and establish a larger shelter that exceeds minimum standards
requirements.
• Niagara County SPCA (Niagara Falls, Niagara County; NYSAPF Member): $500,000 to construct an
in-house surgical suite to provide much-needed medical services and procedures to sheltered animals.
Southern Tier
• Hornell Area Humane Society (Hornell, Steuben County): $93,760 to renovate the current canine
housing area to create a separate area for isolation, creating better living surfaces and drainage, and
improving ventilation and noise control.
Mohawk Valley
• Stevens-Swan Humane Society of Oneida County, Inc. (Utica, Oneida County): $373,500 to increase
capacity for animal holding, provision of medical care, isolate sick animals, and improve the structure of
enclosures.
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•

Montgomery County SPCA (Amsterdam, Montgomery County; NYSAPF Member): $500,000 to
construct a new facility that significantly increases capacity, sanitation, physical wellbeing, and
behavioral health.

Finger Lakes
• Wayne County Humane Society (Lyons, Wayne County; NYSAPF Member, assisted by NYSAPF Ed
Fund Grant Writer): $138,565 to enhance the dog holding area by improving climate control,
ventilation, surfaces, drainage, and lighting.
Central NY
• Country Acres Animal Shelter, Inc. (Homer, Cortland County): $101,365 to construct a quarantine area,
outdoor play area, and update current housing facilities.

2018 Grants

Capital Region
• Animal Protective Foundation (Scotia, Schenectady County): $220,867 to support the construction of a
new feline care center to create group housing environments, to improve medical facilities, and to
support the renovation of the current shelter, including a new heating/cooling system for improved
ventilation.
Western New York
• SPCA in Cattaraugus County (Olean, Cattaraugus County): $164,436 for the renovation of the current
shelter. The project includes the installation of a new heating/cooling system for improved ventilation
and weatherization. The shelter will also create a more welcoming adoption environment.
• Town of West Seneca Municipal Shelter (West Seneca, Erie County): $119,775 for the renovation of the
current shelter. The project includes covered kennels and a roof replacement and extension
Mohawk Valley
• Humane Society of Rome (Rome, Oneida County): $500,000 for the construction of a new animal
shelter to replace the current structure. The project includes replacing a 50-year-old facility to improve
living conditions and increase capacity. It will also allow for a new ventilation system and the addition
of isolation space to improve disease control.
• Susquehanna SPCA (Cooperstown, Otsego County): $500,000 for the construction of a new animal
shelter to replace the current structure. The project includes building a new facility on adjacent land to
decrease the flooding risk and to allow for the addition of an adoption counseling area.
Long Island
• Town of Islip Municipal Shelter (Islip, Suffolk County): $498,200 for the construction of a new animal
shelter to replace the current structure. The new shelter will replace the 54-year-old current building to
increase capacity and improve safety. It also includes the addition of a new surgical suite.
• Town of Smithtown Municipal Shelter (Hicksville, Nassau County): $168,750 for the construction of an
addition to the current shelter. The project includes the construction of a new building to house intake of
animals, isolation, and trap-neuter-return areas.
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Mid-Hudson Valley
• Humane Society of Middletown (Middletown, Orange County): $439,000 for the construction of an
addition and renovation of the current shelter. The project includes the construction of a new wing with
quarantine and treatment areas and expanded animal housing areas to increase capacity.
• SPCA of Westchester (Briarcliff Manor, Westchester County): $500,000 for the construction of a new
animal shelter to replace the current structure. The project will consolidate several buildings into a
single, modern facility to modernize care.
Central New York
• City of Oswego Municipal Shelter (Oswego, Oswego County): $489,375 for the construction of an
addition and renovation of the current shelter. The project will weatherize the existing facility and
expand quarantine areas to improve disease control.
North Country
• Potsdam Humane Society (Potsdam, St. Lawrence County): $178,895 for the construction of an addition
and renovation of the current shelter. The project will replace heating/cooling units for ventilation
improvements, make repairs and modifications to kennels, and install sound-reduction materials. It will
also include the construction of a detached building for long-term shelter animals to improve daily life.
Finger Lakes
• Humane Society of Rochester and Monroe County DBA Lollypop Farm (Fairport, Monroe County):
$500,000 for the renovation of the current shelter. The project will add sound-absorbing panels to the
dog-holding area and a new heating/cooling system for proper ventilation.
• Wyoming County Animal Control (Warsaw, Wyoming County): $100,000 for the renovation of the
current shelter. The project includes the addition of new kennels to increase safety, comfort, and
capacity; a new heating/cooling system to improve heating, ventilation, and air quality; and renovations
to improve infection control and daily life for the animals.
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